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@Editorial..
t is indeed heartwarming to reconnect with our 
esteemed readers. This edition of MAUTech news Iis enriched with happenings in and around the 

University community. Within the period between the 
last edition and this, a number of milestones and 
activities took place in great Mautech Yola. The period 
is indeed full of historical events that are captured in 
this exciting edition. The high point of these activities 
is the transition of power in the University. The 
Governing Council of the University appointed 
Professor Abdullahi Liman Tukur as the 8th 
substantive Vice Chancellor, as his predecessor 
Professor Kyari Muhammad bows out with ovation. 
The new Vice Chancellor assumed office and like a 
pendulum swung into action, outlining his vision and 
mission chiefly to redefine, strengthen and drive the 
University on the path of academic integrity and 
pursue with vigour the quest to transform the 
institution into a conventional University. 
New Directors for the Centre for Distance Learning, 
Academic Planning & Quality Assurance Unit have 
been appointed among other new appointments and 
postings.
Also captured in this edition are the graduation 
ceremonies of MAUTWAY nursery school plus that of 
the University primary school and secondary schools. 
MAUTech collaborates with 3D global engineering and 
the Youth Employment Social Support Operation 
(YESSO) on a two days training on community based 
targeting for enumerators on poverty mapping in 
Adamawa state. The University Management 
awarded bursary to 19 indigent students while Benue 
valley farms took up sponsorship of another student.
All these and many more stories for our readers 
delight.  Cheers!
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Hajiya Halima M. Bala
he Governing Council of 
the  Modibbo  Adama 
University of Technology, T

Yola at its 93rd special council 
meeting held on Saturday 27th 
A p r i l  2 0 1 9  a p p r o v e d  t h e  
appointment of Prof. Abdullahi 
Liman Tukur as the 8th substantive 
Vice Chancellor of the university.
He emerged after a keen contest 
that involved 13 professors in a 
process widely adjudged as 
transparent and credible. 
Professor Tukur's appointment 
came a t  the  heels  of  the  
recommendation of the selection 
committee which preceded the 
appointment. His appointment was 
announced at the council chamber 
of the university by the Pro-
Chancellor and Chairman of 
Council, Mallam Bukar Zarma.
The new Vice Chancellor, in his 
response, thanked members of the 
Governing Council for the 
confidence reposed in him.  He 
solicited the cooperation and 

support of members of the 
University Council, Management, 
members of staff and the entire 
university community to enable 
him effectively steer the institution 
towards progress and advancement 
in the next five years.

thBorn on 8  April, 1961 at Kilbawo 
Ward of Jada Local Government 
Area of Adamawa State, Professor 
Tukur attended Senior (now Jada 1) 
Primary School Jada from 1968 to 
1 9 7 4 .  H e  p r o c e e d e d  t o  
Government Secondary School, 
Ganye, from 1974 to 1979. 
Between 1979 and 1981, Professor 
Tukur attended the School of 
G e n e r a l  S t u d i e s ,  K a n o .  
Subsequently he pursued a degree 
in Geography at the Bayero 
University Kano, where he 
graduated with a Bachelor of 
Science degree in Geography in 
1984. His quest for additional 
qualifications fuelled by a burning 
desire to acquire knowledge made 
him proceed to the University of 
Maiduguri for his Master's degree 

in Resources and Development in 
1988 and later the University of Jos 
where he bagged a PhD in 
E n v i r o n m e n t a l  R e s o u r c e s  
Planning in 1997. Professor Tukur 
attended Durham University, 
United Kingdom, for a six months 
certificate course in Remote 
Sensing (RS) and Geographic 
Information System (GIS) in 1993.
The new Vice Chancellor joined 
the services of the then Federal 
University of Technology, Yola, 
(now Modibbo Adama University 
of Technology, Yola) in 1986 as a 
Graduate  Ass is tan t  in  the  
Department of Geography and rose 
through the ranks to the position of 
Professor in 2009.  He has held 
v a r i o u s  a c a d e m i c  a n d  
administrative positions within and 
outside the university. He was a 
Council Member (FUTY), from 
1997 to 2001; and Coordinator, 
Consultancy Services Unit of the 
University from 1995 to 1999. 
In 2001, Professor A. L. Tukur was 
appointed acting Dean of the 

PROFESSOR TUKUR EMERGES NEW VICE CHANCELLOR MAUTECH
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School of Environmental Sciences 
till 2003 and later became 
substantive Dean from 2012 to 
2014. He was also appointed 
Secretary to the Adamawa State 

Government  in  2014.  The  
Professor served as a Member of 
the Adamawa State Government 
Transition Committee from April – 
June, 1999. Before his selection as 
the Vice Chancellor of Mautech, he 
was the Director Centre for 
Distance Learning a post he held 
from 2017 to 2019. In addition, 

Professor Tukur had at various 
t i m e s  s e r v e d  a s  
Member/Secretary, Adamawa 
S t a t e  U n i v e r s i t y  S t e e r i n g  
Committee (February 2001-2002); 

Chairman, Governing Council, 
Adamawa State Polytechnic 
( 2 0 0 1 - 2 0 0 4 ) ;  E x e c u t i v e  
Chairman ,  Adamawa State 
Universal Basic Education Board 
in January 2004. During his tenure, 
a remarkable achievement was 
recorded, with the first set of mega 

library and computer centres with 
full internet facilities built and 
equipped. He also started the first 
storey buildings at the Basic 
Education level in Adamawa State. 

As an astute scholar, 
Professor Tukur has 
c o - e d i t e d  t w o  
t e x t b o o k s  a n d  
publ i shed  severa l  
research papers in 
reputable national and 
international scientific 
j o u r n a l s .  H e  h a s  
supervised  quite a 
n u m b e r  o f  
postgraduate Ph.D and 
Masters.  He is a 
member of several 
learned/professional 
bodies, such as the 
A s s o c i a t i o n  o f  
N i g e r i a n  
Geographers and the 

International Geographical 
Union.  In the course of his career, 
Professor Tukur has also attended 
several seminars and conferences 
and received several fellowships 
and awards within and outside the 
country. He was a Federal 
Government of Nigeria/World 

Bank Fellow to Durham 
University in 1993 and he 
attended the  International 
Geographical Congress 
Glasgow (UK), 2004. He 
won National  Meri t  
Awards by both the 
National Parent Teachers 
Association (2007), and 
the Nigerian Civil Service 
Union (2005). Professor 
Tukur who holds the 
traditional title Sarki 
Yakin Koma, is happily 
married to Mrs. Nafisa 
Tukur and blessed with 
six children.

PROFESSOR TUKUR EMERGES NEW VICE CHANCELLOR MAUTECH
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Prof. Kyari Mohammed, Prof. Abdullahi Liman Tukur and top Management staff during the handing over

A farewell group picture with former Vice Chancellor Prof. Kyari Mohammed and Management 
team, MAUTech



Sani Ahmadu
rofessor Kyari Mohammed 
finally bowed out as the Vice 
Chancellor of Modibbo P

Adama University of Technology, 
Yola, at the successful completion 
of his five year tenure. The outgoing 
Vice Chancellor, speaking during 
the Senate valedictory session 

rdwhich held on Monday 3  June, 
2019, at the senate chambers, 
thanked members of the University 
community for their support and 
cooperation throughout his tenure 
as Vice Chancellor and urged all 
staff to extend the same cooperation 
and support to his successor, 
Professor Abdullahi Liman Tukur.
Speaking further, Prof. Kyari 
appreciated the senate members for 
working as a team for the good of 
the university.  According to him, 
the last five years had been 
challenging but everyone worked 
tirelessly for the continuous growth 
and development of the system.
Giving account of his stewardship 
Professor Kyari said that the 
university got full accreditation for 
49 programmes out of 52, while 2 
p r o g r a m m e s  g o t  i n t e r i m  
accreditation. According to him, in 
the area of human capacity building, 
which is the key to a competitive 

st
university in the 21  century, the 
University under his watch had 
trained about 200 staff at home and 
abroad for Masters and PhD 
programmes. He also mentioned the 
floating of the University Students 
Support Scheme during his tenure. 
According to him, the scheme had 
raised about ? 33,181,695.83 and 
disbursed ? 7.2 Million to the first 
batch of 20 beneficiaries who were 
essentially less privileged, indigent 
students. Another brainchild of the 
D o n ,  t h e  S t a f f  Vo l u n t a r y  
Contributory Scheme which is 
based on individual contribution 
towards unforeseen eventuality of 
death had raised about ? 45 million, 

with ? 19m disbursed by the 
Scheme to families of deceased 
colleagues.
In the area of infrastructure, the 
outgoing Vice Chancellor told his 
audience that he initiated and 
completed several projects which 
included:

·Equipped the Central  
Research Laboratory

·Built of four new basic 
science laboratories to 
a c c o m m o d a t e  l a r g e  
f o u n d a t i o n  c l a s s e s .   
Contracts for furnishing and 
equipment  have been 
awarded.

·B u i l t  e x t e n s i o n  o f  
Architecture Department 
and contract for furnishing 
has been awarded.

·Built and equipped a CBT 
Centre with 800 computers.

·Completed block of offices 
to remedy the unending 
d e a r t h  o f  o f f i c e  

a c c o m m o d a t i o n  f o r  
academic staff.

·Built and equipped a Transit 
accommodation for visiting 
staff and other university 
guests with state of the art 
gym.

·Built Deaneries for SPGS, 
SES and STSE.

·B u i l t  t w o  ( 2 )  n e w  
undergraduate hostels.

·B u i l t  t w o  ( 2 )  n e w  
postgraduate hostels.

·Commenced fire station 
construction.

·Bukar Mele Lecture Theatre 
at  advanced stage of 
completion.

·Purchased two (2) new fire 
vehicles, an ambulance, two 
(2) water tankers and five 
(5) brand new utility buses.

·Purchased vehicles for 
Principal Officers and 
Deans. 

·Renovation and equipping 

OVATION AS 
PROF KYARI 
BOWS OUT AS 
MAUTECH VC
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of University Primary 
School.

·Renovation of the old 
blocks of academic offices

·Equipping of existing 
laboratories in several 
departments.

·R e g u l a r i z a t i o n  o f  
convocation as part of the 
university's annual calendar 
and issuance of certificate 
on convocation day.

Going further, Professor Kyari 
called on the Federal Government 

to provide adequate funding to 
universities noting that electricity 
bill, water supply, diesel and other 
recurrent expenses of the university 
cannot be sustained with internally 
generated revenue as its IGR cannot 
sustain daily expenditures of the 
University.
Professor Kyari Mohammed was 
the seventh Vice Chancellor of the 

th
University. He assumed duty on 9  
June, 2014.  Professor Abdullahi 

th
Liman Tukur steps in as 8  Vice 
Chancellor.

Sa’ad Aliyu

he Department 

of Geography, TS c h o o l  o f  

E n v i r o n m e n t a l  

Sc i ences ,  r ecen t ly  

honoured one of its own, 

Prof. Abdullahi Liman 

Tu k u r ,  t h e  n e w l y  

a p p o i n t e d  V i c e  

Chance l lo r  o f  t he  

University, describing 

h im as  a  humble ,  

hardworking and down 

to earth scholar.
Speaking at the occasion 

which held on Friday 
st,

21  June, 2019, at the 

old School of Environmental Sciences Board Room, 

the Head, Department of Geography, Prof. Ambrose A. 

Zemba disclosed that the decision to celebrate the Vice 

Chancellor was borne out of his immense contribution 

to the growth and development of the department and 

indeed the entire University. He also commended him 

for his efforts at making the department run effectively 

with his influence at the national level leading to the 

provision of funds for the Geographic Information 

Centre (GIS Laboratory).
While speaking on behalf of the Department, Prof. 

Abbas Bashir described the new Vice Chancellor as a 

person, endowed with humility and dedication to duty.  

He called on him to remain focused in his 

determination to move the institution forward while 

also admonishing him to be patient with people which 

is the secret to success.
In his response, the Vice Chancellor expressed 

appreciation to the Department for keeping up its 

tradition of honouring its own.  He assured everyone 

that he will use his wealth of knowledge and 

experience to move the university to a greater height.
The event was attended by principal officers of the 

university with all the Deans of Schools in attendance.

GEOGRAPHY DEPARTMENT EULOGIZES, HONOURS VC

OVATION AS PROF KYARI BOWS OUT AS MAUTECH VC
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Prof. Kyari Mohammed and wife 
Mrs. Aisha Kyari afrer his valedictory speech

Prof. Helen Ray of Dept. of Geography with DVC Admin. congratulating Prof A. L. Tukur 
while presenting him with a gift



Promise N. D Jushua
r o f e s s o r  ( M r s . )  A i s h a t u  
Muhammadu Mubi of the 
Department of Geography, P

School of Environmental Sciences of 
the University has been appointed as the 
new Director, Centre for Distance 
Learning (CDL).  Her appointment was 

thconveyed via a memo dated 11  June, 
2019 signed by the Registrar, Hajiya 
Halima M. Bala.
While congratulating her, the Registrar 
charged the new Director to use her vast 
wealth of experience to add more value 
to the programmes of the CDL and also 
give the desired leadership required to 
inspire staff in the Centre to work with 
greater vigor towards the actualization 
of the administration's desire to improve 
and move the University forward.
The new Director joined the services of 
the university in 1994 as an Assistant 
Lecturer and rose through the ranks to 
her present rank of Professor. She has 
held several positions including that of 
Head of Department from 2011 – 2014. 
Prof. Mubi took over from Prof. A. L. 
Tukur.  
Similarly, the Vice Chancellor 
appointed Dr. Abdullahi S. Bashir of the 
Department of Information Technology 
as Deputy Director of the Centre.  Dr. 
Bashir, a national trainer in open and 
distance learning is the first Deputy 
Director to be appointed for the Centre.

Prof. A. M. Mubi emerges 
new Director CDL

Sa’ad Aliyu
he newly built Modibbo Adama University of Technology, 
Yola Juma'at Central Mosque has been commissioned. The 
ceremony took place on Friday 3rd May, 2019, at the 

premises of the worship centre which sits on approximately 2.5 
hectares of land, situated along Ali Baba road within the university 
campus. 
Speaking during the occasion, Professor Buba Aliyu, Chairman of 
MAUTech Central Mosque Committee explained that the idea of 
establishing a Friday mosque on campus was conceived as far back 
as the 1988/1989 academic session.  According to him, the primary 
sources of funding for the mosque building project were monthly 
donations deducted from salaries of Muslim staff of the university, 
contribution from a former Chairman of the University Governing 
Council, Ambassador Lawan Gana Guba, who endowed all his 
entitlements throughout his tenure to the mosque project as well as 
donations from other Muslims.
Speaking further, the chairman appreciated the efforts of some 
individuals outside the University who also contributed towards the 
successful completion of the project. Some of these individuals 
include Malam Adamu Modibbo, Alhaji Musa Garba, Malam Bashir 
Ahmed and Bukar Abba among others. He prayed Allah (SWT) to 
grant Aljannah Fiddausi to all those who contributed in one way or 
the other to the construction of the mosque. The Chairman also 
pointed out that other components of the central mosque which 
include a library, Imam's house, Islamiyya classrooms, security post 
and minarets are still under construction hence he appealed to the 
Muslim ummah to contribute generously towards the completion 
and maintenance of the mosque.
While declaring the mosque open, His Royal Highness, Dr. Alhaji 
Muhammadu Barkindo Aliyu Musdafa, the Lamido of Adamawa, 
charged the Muslim faithful to conduct their five daily prayers and 
other Islamic activities in the mosque and ensure that the masjid 
centre is properly maintained. The traditional ruler was represented 
by Galadima Adamawa, Alhaji Musdafa Aminu.
Highlight of the event was lectures delivered by prominent Imams 
Sheikh Abubakar Muktar and Dr. Isa Fantami they both spoke on the 
importance of Masjid in muslim communities.

T
MAUTECH CENTRAL MOSQUE COMMISSIONED
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Prof. Aishatu Muhammadu Mubi
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